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SUBJ: IRANIAN STATEMENT ON THE WEST BANK 
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1 . IRANIAN PRESS AUG 22 REEERRED TO STATEMENT BY EONMIN 
SPOKESMAN AUG 21, WHICH "EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET" ON THE 
DECISION OF THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT REGARDING NEW SETTLEMENTS 
ON THE WEST BANK. THE SPOKESMAN WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THESE 
MEASURES ARE CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CONSTITUTE A 
GREAT OBSTACLE TO FULFILLMENT OF EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACE 

IN THE REGION. 

2. COMMENT: THIS STATEMENT CAN BE TAKEN AS A STRAIGHT- 
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FORWARD EXPRESSION OF GOI POLICY. GOI HAND WAS NOT 
FORCED AS FAR AS WE CAN SEE BY ANY ARAB PRESSURES ON 
THIS ISSUE, AND THE EXTENSIVE PLAY IN THE PRESS COULD 
ONLY REFLECT OFFICIAL ENCOURAGEMENT. STATEMENT MAY HAVE 
BEEN PARTLY INSPIRED BY THE CONFUSION ATTENDING A PUR- 
PORTED MEA SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT ON JERUSALEM THE DAY 
BEEORE (SEE REFTEL) BUT IS NOT DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH 
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